


Z
@
=
O
-
O
©
x
—
2

v




/4

Narendra Bhawan Bikaner tells the story of the last
reigning Maharaja of Bikaner, His Highness Narendra
Singhji. Born on the cusp of a new India, the young
Prince was shaped by the inftluences and privileges
around him. Despite a life of royal patronage, he turned
his gaze away from the lifestyle of his forefathers, put
aside his noble heritage along with the rich legacies of
his past and established a haveli like residence which

was in kccpmg wich his new tastes and outlook.
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The Bhawan in this contemporary rendition thus
celebrates an individual’s passage through time; from
that of a royal birth to the makings of a global citizen,
and from there on to an exponent of freedom who
embraced the 1dea ol a modern, democratic India. Set in
an urban landscape this residence today 1s an
independent design hotel with a one-of-a-kind legacy
and a ser of curared experiences that should be

continued, preser\'ed. and celebrated.
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Bikaner’s hisrory dates back to 1488 when a voune

) ] 5
Pl'incc]mg from the _Ioclhpur dynasty broke away from
his tamily’s ancient legacy and sought to establish his

own lineage. The site he chose was rather pecult;lrl\'

called ‘Jungladesh” and was an uncontested, barren,

outcrop of land.
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Rao Bika was the second son of the Jodhpur clan-leader
and a true maverick. It is said char Bika had a fractious
relationship with his father and brothers and in
exchange for giving up his claim to the throne of
Jodhpur was allowed to take the family heirlooms with
him and leave his patrilineal territory forever. Vastly
ambitious Rao Bika naturally didn’t stay true to his
word and skirmishes between the two bold Rajput

Principafities continued to blaze.
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Perh;lps because of its rocky start, Bikaner, a dynamic
and self- motivated kingdom set out to prove itself.
Through the centuries the city/state grew to evolve
into a poster-child of competence and able governance.
This was faultlessly executed through the agency of
some exceptional Maharajas and their ministers who
advanced an idea of welfare and development that was
torward-thinking for 1ts time. The noteworthy
descendants of founding father Bika - trom whose
name was derived the city-state Bikaner, served India
with aplomb - as sterling examples of benevolent
Maharajas, as outstanding Generals in the Indian army,
as politicians who steered a young and tentative India
new to democracy, and as sportsmen who shone bright

on international plntforms.
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A grand residence, Narendra Bhawan, Bikaner is a
salute to its heritage. It presents through the
curiosity of artifacts and objects, the life of the last
Maharaja ot Bikaner, its original resident, who came
into prominence in a new and modern India. The
Bhawan is most unconventionally curated. It is a
museum of wonders handpicked from rtravels ro
destinations near and far Memorabilia from a
pulsating Bombay infuenced by the burgeoning Art
Deco movement, infuences drawn from the gl;mlour
posts of Broadway; dark inviting caverns, rich
velveteen fabrics, chiffons, and penrls; utterly
stylish all added to the profusion that led to the

tashioning of this eclectic private pnlnce-residmme.
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In these lands of waking dreams, of sage historians
and delightful eccenrrics, the inrerpreration of your
desires is imperative to our planning. Elegant
venues and exciring ourdoor spaces are especially
designed to ensure our guests take back with them,

many memorable experiences.
Each has its own story to tell.
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GAUSHALA

The Gaushala s our outdoor area and was the
favourire spot of rhe lare Maharaja who personally
reared local indigenous carttle, his tavourite Raathi
cows. This open area was where they were once
given absolute freedom to roam. Notably, the space
has undergone a complete transformation and
toda}-', under canopies supported by original iron
cast pillars you can start your morning in the fresh

ourdoors to the tune of classical Hindustani music.

An  exciting menu of perite collations and
deliciously blended cockrails welcomes the evening
hour where not only does the light change bur so
does the music and energy for rthese wide-open
spaces are designed to tlatcter the evening, the

mood, and you.

VAN
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VERANDA

An indoor/outdoor easy lounging area, the Veranda
suggests a mood of effortlessness and relaxation in
an eclectic serting. The adornment is strongly
intluenced by the Bombay Art Deco movement;
motifs and design elements present an interior that

ge. Modern

has turned its gaze to a vibrant bygone a
Indian  fturniture, Portuguese riles  and  lribal
artworks add vibrancy to the décor. The relaxed
easy charm of rhis space serves well as a library
where the specially curated Penguin  Classics
Collection is sure to add singular enchantment to
any curious mind. An electric red B;‘{b}-’ Grand
piano, our ‘Edith’, sits at one end heightening all
that this space recommends. The day time menu
segues into an evening presentation of cocktails
and snacks all especinll}' fashioned ftor this space,

this hour, and you!
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DIWALI CHOWK

The Diwali Chowk is a central courtyard at the
heart ot The Bhawan. Dotted with tented canopies
that provide shade and fruit trees that are fragrant,
with  low Indian style seating it is ideal to
experience  the Bikaner Badakhana and savour
Marwari cuisine with the pomp and circumsrance

that is a signature of royal Bikaner.
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THE DRAWING ROOM

The gold and the crystal room derive inspiration
from the once fashionable private ‘smoking rooms’
for gentlemen and "\\'mhdr;nvmg rooms for ladies.
Distincrively allocated in  space and décor rthis

room offers a glmuorous retreat  for vintage

cockrails and after dinner drinks over conversations

and hushed gu p-shup,
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THE GALLERY

Inspired by the royal patronage that once susrained
the local art forms of Bikaner, The (ialler}.-' at
Narendra Bhawan pays homage to 1ts original
resident. It also serves as a platfﬁorm for local arrists
and craftsmen and enables our guests to catch a
glimpse of the city’s very rich and celebrared

artistic heritage.
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THE POOL

The deep blue infinity pool rtakes its colour trom
the bright Bikaner sky. On the top most floor it
looks out onto the horizon and offers great vantage
views of the city - borh old Bikaner and rthe new.
The space transforms at twilight and takes on a
mantle ot celebration with srarlic skies, live grills

and party music.

A
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In the guest rooms the theme of India — past and
present, dominates. A patriot to the core Narendra
Singhji  championed  the  royal  states and
Principalities when he was both prince and king;
and equally heralded the arrival of a new democratic
India when she emerged from the ashes of the
British  Raj. Keeping this in mind, the hotel

continues to salute the vision of irs last Maharaja.
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Comfortably appointed, the Residence rooms are a
tribute to the eclectic tastes of the household.
Elaborate ceiling details, Bikaner terrazzo floors and
traditional crafts sit in harmony with Portuguese tiles
and a distinctly English colour p;\lerre. Light and fresh,
these rooms are a calm sanctuary set apart from the

1‘1}-‘})61‘~3Cti&-’i[\-’ of the city.

62 rooms - 330 sq. fr.
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The young prince on the threshold of maturity
designed his apartments to retlect his growing leanings
rowards a western lifest}-‘le‘ Featuring luxe velverts,
English prints, glittering mirrors and mosaic, the
Prince rooms reflect a }-'outllful exuberance that

underpins these glamorous living quarters.

8 rooms - 530 sq. ft.
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The Regimental rooms reflect a ceremonial order that
appealed to the military man who became king.
Elements of army regalia are attentively juxtaposed
against modern conveniences adding uniformity and
symmetry. The rooms are thoughtfully curated with art

and objects, and comfort to these stately rooms.

2 rooms - 634 sq. ft.

AN






\l
)

A
L

At

.
.’-‘1 L

A\

The India rooms are quintessentially Indian but
tashioned for the cosmopolitan traveller such as
yourselt. Here, strokes from pasrornl India  sit
comforrably with the moderniry ot contemporary
India. Curated primarily in Indigo - the symbolic

colour of this nation, these rooms are a cocoon

where ease and contentment are accentuated.

2 rooms - 530 sq. fr.

PAN



@ | wompeook < 4| B §

\
_\% A 1l wospeook |l A ¥

WD BOCK, |8 =

L
\“ € || WORLD BOOK, (13 +



W

Quite apart from the theme that runs through our
other guest rooms, the Republic room is a dramatic
room where strong confident lines and a colour
palette in steely and concrere gray suggests the
very contemporary conclusion. Chic to the core,
this is an architects’ room inspired during an era
when the great architects of India, stalwarts in the
imagination of the public, created spaces that were

startlingly new.

I room — 730 sq. fr.
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CLINIC - THE SPA

The Spa at Narendra Bhawan Bikaner is an entirely
innovative concept based on rthe holistic and gently
persuasive power of flowers and plants to heal the
body, mind and Spirir. Inspired b}f the famous Bach
Flower Therapy, our speciall}s featured Flower
Essences are deeply soothing and help inscil
harmony and balance to all aspects of our being.
The [herapies, in combinarion with srate-of-the-art
Bemer teclmolog}-‘, improve micro-circulation
enabling the body’s own powers to promote an

inner and an outer radiance.

The clean sharp décor ar Clinic - The Spa inspired by
the once great sanatoriums of Europe, is intended
to promote serenity and a sense of calm. This space
is designed as a safe haven for our guests with

absolute privacy and comfort.
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GYMNASIUM

A state-of-the-art  gym equipped with  weight

training as well as cardiovascular equipments.

AN




v DINING




v
P&C - PEARLS & CHIFFON

P&C is rthe rimeless and urrerly elegant dining
room, designed as a snapshot n tme to capture the
charm and finesse of the graceful lady of the manor.
The initials P&C are a tribute to her favourite
apparel of Pearls strings and Chiffon saris. The
menu calls upon her exquisite culinary heritage.
The re-rendered and accomplished "Table" features
menu items meticulously singled ourt from the
annals of history that were the once upon a time

favourites of the royals of Bikaner.

P& features a curated wine list, rtable-side
preparations, and rtiffin lunches. With banqueting
options on offer, experiences at P&C are designed

ro satisfy any culinary curiosit}.-'.

N
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MAD HATTER - THE BAKE HOUSE

In keeping with with our variety and range, this
whimsical space aptly named Mad Hatter - The Bake
House, presents traditional confectionary and baked
goods. Warm, convivial and comfort giving, it serves up
puddings and pies sit right beside toffees and rum balls
and fudges of all sorts. Indian estate coffees and teas
add to the rich aromas as do cold press coffee towers
and our deeply decadent hot chocolate. This is a space
that is at once familiar and agreeable and is intended to
bring back memories of innocence and happy times for

them, for us, and you!

A
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Narendra Bhawan Bikaner taps into the memories of its
original resident and takes its guests on a journey
through his illustrious past wherein the best moments
of his life are translated into an array of curious
optious some interestingly epicurean. others

tantastically novel and everything always enchanting.

These are experiences that will lead vou through
I ) g
pathways curiously interweaved, that are sure to add

charm and mystique to your visit.

PAN
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“Atter a long day attending to my dear guests, as well as
the papers that concern borh my business and
philanthropic enrerprises, I look forward rto a
g[oriousl}-‘ gr;l[tf}-‘mg drink and convivial chitchat wicth
my friends as we head out and drive into the hinterland

of my beloved Bikaner.”

As pnmdoxic;ll as 1t may sound, deep in the heartland of
the Bikaner desert, in secret enclaves between rocky
escarpments are found acres of soft green pastures and
lush oases, mystifying the eye and delighting the spirir.
It 1s here that we find ourselves far away from the
bustle of people in pristine serrings that are almost
biblical, celebrating our legendary Narendra Bhawan

sundowners.

AN
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"The night sky is at its most beautiful in the desert; a
firmament filled with blinking stars lighting up the
darkness and this is most profound on the nights of
Purnamasi - the 5}“;]811L‘IOL11’ of the full moon. Celebrated
since time immemorial - the white nights of the

Rajputs is a renewed tradition’.

On tull moon nights when the firmament is aglow with
the light ot the moon and the dazzling trajectories of
shooting stars, a resplendent dinner is served to you at
the charming oasis. In keeping with traditional
b;mque[ing from this Rajput desert kingdom, subtle
delicacies and fiery flavours are intended to excite the
palate as you dine a la deux or in company under a
natural, unrivalled canopy lit by white blinking lights, a

feast for kings.

PAN
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‘Of all my peoplcs my Muslim community most
charmed me. It was their great sense of aesthertic
sensibilities, their food, their language, their rituals
every part of their society is so designed to engage and

enchant.’

The deep blue infinity pool takes its colour from the
bright Bikaner sky and offers great vantage views of the
city: the old and the new. The space transforms at

twilight and takes on a mantle ot celebration with

starlit skies, live grills, and party music. What betcer
venue to savour the once Mughal cuisine of Bikaner,

lovingly served in crescent :;hnped thalis.
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. and we have heard many adepts say, with joy in their
heart, “Whar a plc;lsure it is to have a good appetite,
when we are certain of a good meal.’

[t is with this in mind that we re-calibrate the menu at
the Kings table with renditions culled from the annals

of culinarv history.

AN




LITERALLY LITERARY

This unique dining c,\'pcricncc. cspcci;lll}' for the book
lovers at Narendra Bhawan is hosted at our ;111—dining
restaurant — Pearls and Chiffons'. This concept dining
c,\'pcricncc 1s a m;lgical p;-liring of food on your }nl;uc
with excerpts from 7 11Lcr.1r}-‘ classic books, like — "The
Bell _].11" b}-‘ S}-‘l\'i.l Plath, 11\-10b}-’ Dick' b}-’ Herman
Melville, "The Brotherhood of the (_jl_';l]_)L" b}' John
Fante, 'The Last Chinese Chef b}-‘ Nicole Mones, 'To
the Liglltl'musc' b}-‘ Virginia Woolf, 'Le Ventre de Paris'
b}-’ Emile Zola and 'Ul}'sscs' b}-‘ James Joyce. You shall be
amazed at the 5})L‘Ci;l] and distinct Ill;llClliﬂg of these
cuisines around the world to the tales b}-‘ renowned
authors. This experience becomes an Lmi_()rgcu.{blc
dming affair when our Chef reads out about the
curated delicacies from the menu and more themselves

in the waters of the lake.

MARWARI THALI

When at Narendra Bhawan, you could ;11\\-;1}-'5 ask us to
fulfil your desire for experiencing the native Marwari
cuisine. This comes to you in an elaborate Marwart
Thali that is sure to b;llf.‘:l_}-’ your craving for some
authentic Marwart cuisine experience. The cuisine of
Marwar was influenced b}-’ many factors arising from
the lopugr;lplly of the land and the chefs hence chose to
use a minimum amount of water 1‘cpl;lcing it with
clarified butter {Gllcc:]. milk, buttermilk and local
spices to create flavourful CllLlL[lL‘}-’.‘:. You may enjoy this
culinary feast at our tea room or the restaurant that
starts with appetizers, followed by sorbets, curries and

dessert. Your wish is our command!
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MERCHANT EXPLORATION

Rampu ri}-‘a Haveli — Golchha Haveli — Rangri Chowk —
Kotharion ka chowk — Daga Sirya Chowk — Punam

Chand Haveli

“The Bikaner of my ancestors thrived due ro its prime
location along the caravan routes berween Western and
Cenrtral Asia. Enriched by this bountiful trade the
nobles and the merchanrts of Bikaner built Palaces,
havelis and temples in red sandstone rhar stand pristine

to dace.’

Let’s experience this living marerial herirage carved in
stone. A chaperoned walk rhrough the ciry is a musr.
Once completed, your excursion will  culminarte
befittingl}.-' with a showcase of Marwari cuisine served at

the hotel.

N
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ROYAL EXPLORATION - A LEGACY OF
KINGS

Bikajee Ki Tekaree — Laxminath Temple — Sadul
Museum - Lalgarh Palace — Laxmi Niwas Palace — RO}-"&I
Cenotaphs at Devi Kund Sagar

‘Come experience a guided exploration of my beloved
Bikaner with an introduction to its
500-hundred-year-old story, an abundance that is
graciously transcribed in its palaces and lovingly
preserved N Museums. History you see, lives in every

nook and corner of this ancient cicy.’

Take a tour of the palaces that are trul}: unique, and the
tort that is both magnitficent and fascinating. These
historical storehouses are amongst the best chis

COU[I['T.‘}\/ llélS to offer.
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JUNAGARH FORT

Unlike most forts in Rajasthan and elsewhere in India,
the Junagarh Fort of Bikaner is a land fort.
The imposing structure is built from red sandstone and
with its cluster of low-rise buildings within and armed
with all possible detence apparatuses, has never been
conquered, despite many batcles fought. On your visit,
note the moat, the twisted access and the long metal

nails studded into the gates to thwart elephant arracks.

Within the complex the courtyards merit special
mention. Each courtyard is ditferent — if one
courtyard is built of red sandstone, another is built
with sandstone and marble, a third is almost entirely
made of marble with coloured tiling, another with
painted frescoes, and yet another with intricare inla)f

work.

N
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The various rooms called ‘Mahals” are spectacular in
their cratte. The 'Karan Mahal’ is builc with Mughal
architectural  influences, ‘Anoop Mahal" displays
dazzling gold inlay work and the delicate "Phool Mahal’
features excellent glass inlay work on stucco. The
cavernous ‘Durbar Hall' preserves a ceremonial
1,100-year-old sandalwood throne, but the ‘mahal’ that
will take your breath away ts ‘Badal Mahal or the p;ﬂ;lce
of clouds. The longing for rain in an arid Bikaner has
been captured on every inch of the rooms in the ‘Badal
Mahal” with blue clouds interspersed with lightning

motifs p;linred on its walls and ceilings.

PAN
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THE JUNAGARH MUSEUM

The Fort museum is full of dazzling objects that
include a silver throne, a sandalwood throne, a  golden
swing, palanquins and howdahs used b}-' the royal
famil}s, and even a Haviland Plane, among hundreds of
other objects. This plane, which is displayed in the
Vikram Niwas Durbar Hall, was Pieced together from
the parts of two shot down DH-9DE Haviland

atrcrafts,

N
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PRACHINA MUSEUM

The Junagarh Fort houses a smaller privare museum,
the delighrfml Prachina, a museum that displays
contemporary arts and crafrs, ritual crafes, period
furniture, textriles and costumes that were once used by
the royal family. The many rooms display royal
Pho[ographs and miniatures, among many others
personal artefacts and memorabilia. There are even
framed menus on display as well as delicate crockery

and cutlery that was once used by the family.

This museum is a veritable treat tor the eyes and gives
a glimpse into the everyday life of its earlier patrons.

PAN
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LALGARH PALACE

The resplmldenr Lalgarh Palace was built by Maharaja

Ganga Singhji in 1902. Designed by a European
j= [ = r

architect, Sir Swinton Jacob, one can visibly identity a

strong overlay of Victorian architectural influences.

The p;ll;lce has beautiful lattice work and filigree work.

The interior walls of che pn[nce are adorned with

vintage etchings, hunting rrophies and old portraits.

AN
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LAXMI NIWAS PALACE

Built berween 18908 and 1902, Laxm: Niwas Palace was
commissioned by Maharaja Sir Ganga Singhji to serve
as his royal residence. Designed by Sir Samuel Swinton
Jacob, the Palace ts constructed in an Indo-Saracenic
style, an architectural movement popularized in the

19th century in Bricish India.

Used exclusively as the privare residence for the Royal
tamily and their guests, Laxmi Niwas Palace presided
over Bikaner in all irs opulence. With a flair for
llospim[it)g the Maharaja hosted numerous luminaries
and dignitaries, including King George V and Queen
Mary, the King of Greece, Viceroys, tellow Maharajas,

and renowned statesmen.

A
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CAMEL RESEARCH CENTRE

The National Research Centre for Camel Welfare is
located 10 km trom Bikaner city. The Centre has the
responsibility to conduct basic and applied research tor
the improvement of the camel and over the years it has
developed excellent laboratory facilities. An elite herd
of Bikaneri, Jaisalmeri and Kachchhi breed of camel are

maintained by the Centre.

VAN
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NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE ON
EQUINES

The Rajputs swiftest horses were bred in Mewar,
Marwar and Kachiwar and  stidl maintain  their
reputation of superiority. These horses were considered
a central military supply and the noble animals have

played an important role in Rajput history.

Rajasthan is a wonderful surprise for horse-loving
adventurers. A handful of commercial horse safaris take
travellers tar beyond the cities into the fascinating rural

e
It_b

ions, where urban madness is Emnpered by timeless

traditions and a penceful wav of life.

The primary objective of this research outfit is rto
improve and conserve the legendary desert breed
Marwart Horse. Tonga (Horse Carriage) and horse

riding is available at the centre.

PAN
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GAJNER PALACE & WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Approximately 30 kms outside the city of Bikaner is
the Gajner Palace with its vast compounds stretching
out across 6000 acres. A rare jewel in the Thar Desert,
the Palace was built by H.H. Maharaja Sir Ganga
Singhji of Bikaner on the edge of a lake. The property
was converted into a heritage hotel in 1976. Gajner
Palace was primarily a hunting resort and attracted
several eminent dignitaries who would visit during the
shooting season. The Prince of Wales in 1905, The
Governor General Lord Elgin, Lord Mountbatten when
he was Viceroy of India, and Lord Erwin (1927) were
some of the more prominent invitees. Today, the Palace
is surrounded by a private wildlife sanctuary, and is
home to endangered antelope like the chinkara, black
buck, nelgai as well as other unusual animals. The
sanctuary and lake attract more than a hundred species
of migratory birds during the winter months including
the Imperial Sandgrouse.

PAN



KOLAYAT TEMPLE

Kolayat is an old pi[grin'mge centre where Knpil, a
celebrated hermir from Vedic lore is believed ro have
arrained enlightenment under a peepul tree. This sacred
space has a series of beguiling marble Eemples,
sandstone pavilions and 32 ghats (bathing places) built
around a huge artiticial lake. It is especially important
during the month of Karrik when pilgrims come from
near and far to sancrify and cleanse themselves in the

waters of the lake.

KARNI MATA TEMPLE

The 600-year-old Karni Mata Temple at Deshnoke, 30
km from Bikaner is dedicated to the household goddess
of the ruling family of Bikaner. The temple, amongst
the strangest in India, is not for the squeamish as it is
tamous for the legions of rats that are feted and
worshipped here. Devotees tread warily to reach the
inner recesses of the temple for injury ro a rar is

deemed sacrilegious.
g

BHANDASAR JAIN TEMPLE

This 15th century remple is the oldest and most
distinct monument in all of Bikaner and is dedicated to
the 5th Tirchankar of rhe Jain faich. The remple is
decorated with rich mirror work, trescoes, and gold leat
paintings. It is said that pure ghee (burter oil) and
coconuts were used to strengthen the edifice when the
foundarion was laid. Carved in red sandstone and white
marble it is tamous for its etchings and wall

pnintings.

GANGA GOLDEN JUBILEE MUSEUM
An excellent litcle museum, its reputation has been
enhanced by its rare collection of rterracotra ware,
weapons, miniature paintings from the Bikaner school

and coins.
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WHEN TO VISIT

The best time to visit Bikaner is between Ocrober and March, the winter months in India. Vistors could try and pl;m

to be in Bikaner in Januray, when the city comes alive in preparation for the colourtul Camel Fair.
CLIMATE

Located in the wester region of the state of Rajasthan the climate of Bikaner is not very difterent from the other

cities of the same region and is typical of the Thar Desert area with extreme temperatures.

) , ) . o )
During the summer months, the temperature in Bikaner rises very often 45° centigrade. Any normal summer

day in Bikaner is very hot but the evenings are most ple;lsnnt. Winner in Bikaner witnesses a drastic change when
temperatures comes down to 12° to 18° centigrade. The period from October to February is the most pIe;ls;mt of

the seasons in Bikaner.

AN
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HOW TO GET THERE

By Air: Travellers who wish to fly in to Bikaner will have to use the nearest airport at Nal (Bikaner) (19 Km) or
Jodhpur (253 Km). Taxis, tourist buses and state roadways buses available outside the airport provide

transportation. You could renrt a car or jeep through a reliable travel agent or tour operator.

By Train: Bikaner is well connected to Delhi, Jaipur, Allahbad (Uttar Pradesh), Bhatinda (Punjab), Kalka
(Himachal Pradesh) and Kolkata (West Bengal) by regular train services in both fast and mail train categories after

the Western Railway’s conversion to broad gauge rail.

By Road: Bikaner is linked by good, all weather roads that are part of the state and national hithways linking the
major cities of north India like Delhi (458 Km), Jaipur (334 Km), _]odhpur (249 Km) and Jaisalmer (312 Km).
State Roadways and private bus owners operate air-conditioned and ordinary bus services from Bikaner to all parts

of Rajasthan.

AN



www.narendrabhawan.com
reservation(@narendrabhawan.com
+91-7827151151

Samvit Shikshan Sansthan, Gandhi Colony, Samta Nagar, Bikaner, Rajasthan 334001


https://www.narendrabhawan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/narendrabhawan
https://www.instagram.com/narendra.bhawan.bikaner/

